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HEAD  QS&BTERS,  DiEPAHMM  OF  THE  EAST 
New  York  City,  April  21st  1864 


My  dear  General: 

You  will  see  by  the  Herald  today  (5th  page)  that  your  information  as  to 
Grant  etc  was  at  once  put  to  the  best  use,  and  with  the  best  effect.   It 
will  do  much  to  give  the  public  confidence,  and  that  is  half  the  battle. 
Pray  send  me  a  few  such  items  from  time  to  time,  and  the  same  discretion 
shall  be  used  in  their  utterance. 

I  shall  not  at  tempt  to  thank  you  for  the  great  &  valuable  kindness  of 
your  note.  It  more  than  compensates  me  for  many  real  sacrifices  incurred 
during  the  past  three  years.   It  shall  be  preserved  while  I  live  and 
transmitted  with  other  prized  papers  to  those  who  will  come  after  me. 
Present  my  grateful  regards  to  Gen  Halleck;  and  the  assurance  that,  in  all 
companies  and  at  all  times,  there  is  one  person,  at  least,  in  New  York, 
who  asserts  him  to  be  the  "greatest  man  by  all  odds  that  he  (the  writer) 
has  yet  met  in  the  public  life  of  this  country".  This  often  takes  weak 
stomachs  with  astonishment,  but  the  mention  of  a  few  facts  convinces  them 
that  they  know  nothing  about  the  man,  and  have  been  utterly  wrong  in  the 
data  most  essential  to  the  support  of  their  unfriendly  and  unjust  estimate. 
I  believe  Gen  Halleck' s  reputation  to  be  steadily  growing  on  the  public; 
and  that,  if  he  had  resigned  and  gone  back  to  Gal,  he  would  have  been  the 
next  Democratic  nominee  for  the  Presidency,  beyond  one  shadow  of  per- 
adventure.  I  know  he  does  not  covet  the  place,  &  admire  the  patriotism 
which  holds  him  to  his  work  under  such  distasteful  circumstances;  but  it 
really  is  a  heavy  sacrifice,  &  postpones  (for  so  long  as  he  remains  in  the 
Army)  the  justice  which  the  judgment  of  the  world  must  finally  accord  to 
his  services. 

My  anxiety  to  be  sure  that  my  resignation  would  be  accepted  has  been  allayed 
by  your  note.   I  am  offered  a  very  valuable  law  partnership  and  could  not 
sign  articles  until  certain  of  being  free,  -  a  partnership  in  which  the 
brain  and  tongue  would  be  taxed,  -  not  the  eyes.  Do  you  ever  see  General 
Hunter?  Gould  you  without  trouble  forward  to  me  that  iron-clad  controversy 
between  Welles  and  Du  Pont  with  Hunter's  letter  in  it  etc?  You  know  doubtless 
what  I  mean.  Ever  gratefully,  my  dear  General,  assuring  you  that  "I  shall 
be  true  to  myself"  and  thanking  you  for  the  caution  implied, 

Your  very  sincere 
friend  <x  servant 
Ghas  G  Halpine 


General  George  W  Gullum 
^  S  Army 
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